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By Jay Branegan 

- ALTHO SAM [Momo] Gian- 
cana was known for moot of 
bis life as a violent rackets 
boss, an international playboy, 
and a mastermind of Chicago 
crime syndicate operations, he- 
may he best remembered as 
‘•mat gangster the Central In- 
telligence Agency hired to kill 
Casern.” 

PC chard 3isseH, former CLA 
official, said recently Gianca- 
na and mobster John Roselli 
vers involved in CLA contin- 
gency plans to assassinate Cu- 
ban Premier Fidel Castro in 
the early 1560s. Bissell headed 
the CIA’s “dirty tricks” de- 
partment at the time of the 
1561 Bay of Figs invasion. 

GIANCANA'S flirtation with 
the federal intelligence unit 
was a far cry from his. begin- 
nings as a getaway driver for 
West Side hoodlums in the 
ISCOs. 

A young man with an un- 
controllable temper, he was 


sight, and from daily opera L 

, ,, ... i ing authority in the syndicate 

mob ruling his fiefdom with a , ^ he was jailed a yGar in 

b.«dy fierceness . that perhaps , for conlempt ancf for rc . 
explains why the Selective 1 




Service System classified him 
a constitutional psychopath. 

C-iar.cana and his cohorts en- 
gineered a series of murders 
in 19-54 and 


fusing to testify to a federal 
grand jury under a grant of 
immunity from prosecution. In 
1866 he began a self-imposed 
and lavish exile in Mexico, 
maintaining two villas and a 


arrested— and released for 
lack of evidence— in three 
murders before he was 20. He 
was convicted in 1925 of steal- 
ing a car, but until a 1965 
term for contempt of court, 
served only one other prison 
sentence. Ironically, that pris- 
on term marked the beginning 
cf his bloody rise to the l op of 
.Chicago gangdom. 

In the late 1930s he was sen- 
tenced to the federal prison at 
Terre Haute, Ind., for operat- 
ing a moonshine still. There he 
met South Side policy boss Ed- 
ward Jones, who x told him of 
the big money to be made in 
. policy wheels, one field of 
crime neglected by the Mafia. 

•When he gained Isis freedom, 
Giancana and other “young 
bloods” drove the old policy 
kings out of the racket with 
kidnapings, bombings, and 
murders. 

GIANCANA THUS became 
the top gambling boss for the 


his. front door. 

Once 1 on top, the West 
tough-guy began living 


Capone henchman Tony Accar- j penthouse in Mexico City. He 
do- to step aside as boss of 1 \ vas kicked out by JMsxica-n au- 
Chicago crime in 1956 after a j thoritxes in 1974. 

fusilade of shots were fired at ! . ... „ . 

whiie abroad, authorities be- 
lieve, he set up and directed 
some of the syndicate’s inter- 
national investments. He also 
high-life, dating nightclub en- j directed the mob’s overall 
[ertainers, showering them j strategy in Chicago, authori- 
v:th expensive gifts, and con- ; fj e5 think, using Cain as his 
ducting flamboyant spending ; representative, 
sprees in nightclubs in Eu- ; ^ after he t back 
rope, Florida and Nevada. ■ Ch!cag0 Giancana v ,- s again 
.(.Giancana s wife ^Angehne ; haule | l;efoi . e a grand jury> 

ded -m 1904, and • his thr^ j and agree d to tesfHv under S 
Jugnters are^ now m their ! ^ Ile appeared 

"'I'' ... ' . .... , ; several times, but investiga- 

Or.e of -his most publicized s tedJ 

romances was with Phyllis j indict fof ^ m ng the 
McGuire, one of the famous | 


Side 

the 


nightclub and TV singing sis- 
ters. "When ■ Miss McGuire be- 
gan ’ dating comedian Dan’ 
Rowan, Giancana’s CIA bud- 
dies helped him. spy on her in 
1560 in Las Vegas, it was re- 
ported recently. • - 

IN THE LATE 1950s and 
during the 60s, Giancana- em- 
ployed as his personal hench- 
man Richard Cain, the enig- 
matic Mafia double-agent who 
once worked as a Cook County 
sheriff’s police investigator. 
Cain was murdered gangland- 
style in late 1973 in a West 
Side cafe.- . . , 

Giancana dropped frottr 


truth about 
ventures. 


hi; 


were ready to ■ J 
the ; 
Mexican, ad- • 


Approved For Release 2005/01/11 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000300510101-4 



